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During my final year of Seminary, I was required to write a sermon that would be critiqued by 

professors from various departments. My work was judged by a professor from Theology, Biblical 

Studies, Homiletics (preaching department) and Pastoral Care. The passage assigned was Psalm 

13. It is a rather short Psalm, all of six verses. It is a Song of Lament, and begins: “How long, O 

Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? How long must I 

bear pain in my soul, and have sorrow in my heart all day long?”  

 

I will readily admit that I was not a star student. The theology professor wrote, in red pencil, less 

than half way through, “How long will this keep going on?” That’s where his remarks ended. I had 

a lot to learn about myself, about the world around me, but mostly about the abundance of God’s 

grace before I would discover my voice as a preacher. Sometimes, like the Psalmist, we have to 

sit with our pain and struggle, we must face our limitations and fears, we have to cry out in our 

own laments, “how long, O Lord?” Only then can we find our voice to sing with the Psalmist, “But 

I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, 

because he has dealt bountifully with me.” 

 

The challenge is, that we can be an impatient people. We are accustomed to instant gratification. 

Where mail would take weeks for a simple exchange in decades past, we now send and receive 

messages within minutes. Also, in times past, when a person had tuberculosis, they would be sent 

to a sanitarium to rest and recuperate. That was also the way to separate them from general 

population so they wouldn’t infect others with that deadly illness. Sanitariums are no longer needed 

thanks to modern medications, and negative pressure ventilation for isolation rooms. Infected 

people are able to stay more connected. In our present pandemic, we don’t like the separation, the 

limited services available, the financial hardships that many are experiencing. We cry out, How 

long, O Lord? And we are ready to answer ourselves, appealing for it to be over now. 

 

“But I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.” For me, trusting in 

God involves listening to the best minds that God has given us. Listen to the medical professionals 

and the scientific experts. Practicing safe social interactions is about my protecting others more 

than my protecting myself. I trust that God will see us through this time, and we will learn a little 

more about ourselves, about the world around us, but mostly about the abundance of God’s grace. 

Trust God may require us to sit with the struggles a little longer, and even sing our laments. And 

we will, again, sing praises to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with us. 

 

The session is beginning conversations about how we will manage our return to gathering for 

worship and other activities. How can we do so and provide confidence that risks are managed and 

limited? We are preparing. We are trusting in the Lord.  

 

 

 
 

 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

During this period of “social distancing” we are not able to partake in our usual and regular adult 

Sunday School classes.  Deborah Pendry, a member of our Christian Education Committee, and 

the leader of one of our Sunday School classes, offers the following for your enjoyment and 

Christian growth and development. 

 

Bible lesson for the seventh Sunday of Easter May 24, 2020 
Adapted from Feasting on the Word, spring quarter 2020 

 

The “Focus Scripture” may be found in the New Testament: John 17:1-11 

 

Read through the focus scripture. You will notice that Jesus prays for several things for His 

followers and for us. One of those things is unity for His church. 

 

1. What does He ask for Himself? 
2. What does it mean in verse 11 “that they may be one as we are one”? 

 

➢ Where is God in these words? …from Theological Perspective by Larry Bouchard 
 

Glory, then, must be understood within the cruciform logic of “God is love” (1 John 4:8). All 

relations, actions, and meditations find their norm and full extent in love, an implication of verses 

2–3: “authority” connects with “to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.” What is 

“eternal life”? It is to “know” God and Christ. What sort of knowing is this? Again, knowing God 

must entail continuity and discontinuity with ordinary forms of knowing; but in any case, it must 

be a knowing and also living that ultimately seeks its form in forms of loving. 

 

1. What is “glorify”? 
2. What is Jesus asking for when He asks God to “Glorify Him”? 

 

Look again at Verses 7-11 

 

➢ WHAT is important to know? …From “Exegetical Perspective” by Richard Manly 
Adams Jr.  
 

In verses 9–11, Jesus’ prayer turns into supplication, asking the Father to keep those whom he 

leaves, who remain in the world, though they are not part of it. In Jesus’ request that the Father 

“keep them,” he hands “those whom you gave me” back into the custody of the Father. Jesus 

speaks of his “guarding” them while he was on the earth (v. 12), and now that he comes to the 

Father, he asks for their continued protection, echoing his earlier promise to ask the Father to send 

the Paraclete (see 14:16–19; 15:26–27; 16:7–11). Even in Jesus’ absence, the community will 

maintain its access to the Father. 

 

1. What is Jesus asking for His followers?  Specifically what is He asking God to do 
for His followers and for us? 
 

Jesus knows they will struggle with rejection, fear of death and many other trials. Jesus wants 

certain things for His Church. Unity being the most important. 

 

 

 



CHURCH UNITY by Nancy Ramsey from Feasting on the Word curriculum  

 
 Just as Christians around the world grow more able to be in good communication and learn 

with and from one another, we also find ourselves sorely tested by such things as radically different 

interpretations of the wideness of God’s love and the boundaries of the church; the full inclusion 

of all God’s people; and deep and historically shaped emotions about the way God’s vision for 

economic justice has implicated Christians in dominant and developing countries differently. 

Oneness will necessarily require that we seek ways to honor particular gifts, experiences, and 

insights of each community of believers and also that we support one another through 

accountability to the Gospel that we hold in common. 

 

 How do you understand to “support one another through accountability to the gospel? 

     Adapted from Feasting on the Word, spring quarter 2020. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VBS is coming to the community in a whole new way this year.  Due to the Corona Virus 

pandemic we are taking the safe and cautious approach. Wilderness Escape VBS will be 

streamed on You Tube the week of July 13 through July 17. The segments will be taped and 

uploaded each day. The resources needed will be placed in a bag separated by each day and 

distributed to each participating family as a drive by in the parking lot. OPPC has always 

had many volunteers who so enjoyed participating in this event. This year you can help in 

several ways: 

 

• Help to pack Family Resource bags. We’ll provide the necessary items to be bagged, 

this can be done in the safety of your own home. 

• Volunteer to hand out Family Resource bags. Depending on the situation at the time 

this will be done as a drive by in the parking lot or a walk in at a table set up in 

Fellowship Hall 

• Volunteer to do a craft and be recorded doing it. 

• Participate in the Sponsor a Child project. With a donation of $10 per child they will 

receive a CD with all the program music, all craft supplies, and a daily snack. Feel 

free to sponsor one or several children by sending a check to the office marked for 

VBS.  

Although we are in a challenging time, we look forward to bringing the love of Jesus Christ 

to our community.  
 



MISSIONS 

 

PENTECOST SPECIAL OFFERING IS MAY 31! 
 

Pentecost is when we collect the Special Pentecost Offering 

along with other churches in the PCUSA.  When you give to the 

Pentecost Offering, you are helping to provide opportunities for 

young people to grow and share in their faith in Christ.  When 

you send your offering to the church, please specify what you are 

giving for the Special Pentecost Offering.  This year the Missions 

Committee voted to give our share of the offering (40% of what 

our church collects) to Kim’s Open Door to support the 

International Summer Academy for refugees and their work 

helping young people grow and understand God’s love.  Watch 

Kim and some teen leaders assure children that God is with them 

while they teach about countries and people in the Middle East:  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=WgvnXLfqrIE 

 

 

HOPE YOU’RE COMIN’ TO THE DRIVE-IN! 

 
Tuesday, June 2 from 10:00 -11:00 a.m. we’ll be driving into the front parking lot to drop off our 

donations to support continuation Orange Park Presbyterian Church’s ministry to those in need.  

Two different collections will be taken, please bring donations for each!  Come and wave “hello” 

to some people you miss! 

 

FOOD for the Orange Park Clothes Closet and Food Pantry:  bring 

your canned and unrefrigerated packaged food to help the large 

numbers of neighbors who have lost paychecks and who struggle 

to provide nutritious meals.  OPPC has a proud history of giving 

food donations and our help is needed today more than ever! 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES for the International Summer 

Academy, helping young refugees continue to learn English 

and make academic progress between school years.  This 

summer will be especially challenging as the Academy is 

expected to be mostly virtual with the help of volunteer 

tutors.  Because many of the students have no supplies at 

home to tackle the studies and projects that normally would 

be done at the Academy site, supplies will be delivered to 

each home in June.  Please donate from this list: 

 

 Crayons 

 Stickers 

 Paper (inexpensive copy paper or drawing paper) 

 Two-pocket folders 

 Pencils (regular or colored) 

 Small erasable white boards and erasable markers 

 Boxes of Pop-tarts (a favorite snack) 

 Packages of assorted snacks  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=WgvnXLfqrIE


PLEASE HELP THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

WITH OUR IDENTITY CRISIS! 

 

We need a logo for our newsletter page and if you have the winning design, you will receive a 

prize (to be mailed to your home).  Draw your Missions logo design, take a photo and send the 

photo to Marjorie.phillips@comcast.net.  Or draw your design and call Marjorie at 904-910-3393 

for mailing instructions.  Deadline to submit is Thursday, May 28.  The winning entry will be 

selected by Saturday, May 30.  Watch for the public revealing in an upcoming newsletter edition!  

 

 

 

 

 

RECENT FOOD DRIVE PICTURES 

Next Food Drive June 2nd  OPPC’s front parking lot between 10:00 and 11:00 am. 
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OPPC PRESCHOOL NEWS 
 

With the abrupt ending of our school year on March 13th the teachers and I looked for a creative, 

safe and fun way to end our school year.  To honor our VPK graduates I met with each child 

individually outside to take their Cap and Gown picture. These pictures were used in each child’s 

Memory Book (scrapbook of their school year) and emailed to their family to use as they wished.  

  

Wed. May 20th and Thurs. May 21st – the Preschool held our Drive By, Goodbye, for all our 

Preschool families.  Each class was assigned a date and time to come to the church’s front parking 

lot where they were greeted by myself and their classroom teachers. In addition to lots of smiles, 

hello’s and some tears each child received their Memory Book, art projects, and personal items 

remaining in the classroom.  It’s not the ending of the school year any of us wanted but we made 

the best of the time we had together. We made lemonade, with the lemons we had been given due 

to Covid-19! ☺ 

  

Please join me in praying for our Preschool families and staff as they navigate this strange, and 

difficult time. I ask specific prayers for our moms who are doing this alone, as their husbands are 

deployed and their family are miles away.  
 

With hope for better months to come,  

Julie Hasle, Preschool Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Ways to Give 
 
Many, many thanks to you, the congregation, for your continued tithes and 
offerings in this difficult time.  Through your contributions and gifts, Orange 
Park Presbyterian Church is able to provide outreach within the congregation 
and throughout this and other communities as well as fund operations to 
serve you and others. There are many options for including OPPC in your 
current giving and future planning: 
 
Checks & Money Orders:  Please make checks payable to Orange Park 
Presbyterian Church. Checks and money orders may be mailed to the church 
at: 1905 Park Avenue, Orange Park, FL 32073 
 

Bill Pay Services through your 
Financial Institution:  Most banks 
and financial institutions have the 
option through checking, savings, or 
brokerage accounts to process a 
payment to a particular third party of 
your designation.  This can typically 
be set up as a one-time event or a 
recurring distribution for any number 
of frequencies (annual, semiannual, 
quarterly, monthly, etc.).  This can 
usually be initiated online or by phone. 
 
Donate Stocks, mutual funds, or 
other securities: OPPC has 
accounts set up with Merrill Lynch and 
Ameritrade.  Please contact the 
church office by phone or email for 
specific account information. 

 
Online credit card donations: Please see future newsletters for more 
information to come. 
 

 

 

 



KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below are a few frequent questions asked by our members: 
…….do I find OPPC’s website? 
…….do I find the weekly bulletin online? 
…….do I find the online service?  
…….do I find the service on YouTube? 
 
Hopefully, the responses below will help you navigate our website and find the 
sermons online. 
 
OPPC’S WEBSITE:  Type in your browser www.orangeparkpres.org or copy and 
paste this link into your search bar:  http://orangeparkpres.org/. 
 
WEEKLY BULLETIN:  Type into your browser www.orangeparkpres.org or copy 
and paste this link into your search bar in your search engine, i.e. Firefox, Internet 
Explorer, Google:  http://orangeparkpres.org/  Under the "Welcome and Worship" 
section (some of you may have to go to the “Menu”) you will see "this Sunday's 
Bulletins".  Click on "This Sunday's Bulletins" then click on the picture of OPPC.   
 
ONLINE SERVICE:  Type into your browser www.orangeparkpres.org or copy and 
paste this link into your search bar in your search engine, i.e. Firefox, Internet 
Explorer, Google:  http://orangeparkpres.org/  Under the "Welcome and Worship" 
section (some of you may have to go to the “Menu”) you will see "Online Service” 
click on "Online Service" and in the box you will see the date - then click on the 
"green link" below the date. The service is posted early on Sunday mornings. 
 
ONLINE SERVICE ON YOUTUBE:  Go to you search bar and copy this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/  or type in youtube.com in your search engine, i.e. 
Firefox, Internet Explorer, Google:  Once in YouTube, search for Orange Park 
Presbyterian Church and all of the worship services will appear. 
 
ONLINE SERVICE ON FACEBOOK:  Sign into your Facebook account and go to 
Orange Park Presbyterian Church.  The sermon is posted late Saturday or early 
Sunday am.   
 

http://www.orangeparkpres.org/
http://orangeparkpres.org/
http://www.orangeparkpres.org/
http://orangeparkpres.org/
http://www.orangeparkpres.org/
http://orangeparkpres.org/
https://www.youtube.com/


During the time we are apart due to the coronavirus, 

communication has become harder and we must rely even more on 

technology which helps us share information with all the 

congregation.  To ensure you don’t miss important messages, 

please be sure during this time to more frequently check your 

emails, voice messages and text messages.  Also, we have people 

willing to help walk you through how to set up or use technology 

that might not be familiar to you.  If you would like to schedule a 

virtual “help desk” session with someone in the church please call 

the church office.  Let us know what technology you would like help with and we will work to 

match you with someone who can help.  Please remember, we aren’t technology 

experts!  However, you can probably get some tips from an experienced user that might be just 

what you need to feel more comfortable with technology which will help you stay more 

connected.   If you would like help, please e-mail Marjorie Phillips at 

marjorie.phillips@comcast.net or give her a call at 904-910-3393. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Al Plunkett, Lee Diehr, Brian Jackson, Paige 

Degryse, Bonnie Gorman, Jack & Doris 

Welkenbach, Karen Rohloff, Sarah Johnson, Mike 

Tomasso, Ben, Lily, Linda Broadus, Jim Ray, Jay 

Nettles, Kathy Daly, Sherry, Peggy Baxley, Mitchell 

McCormick, Kenneth Weimer, Peggy Trahan, Doug 

Mercer, Rosalie Johnson, 1st responders, Erica 

Poole, World suffering due to Coronavirus, Marcia 

Gross, Leon England, Karen, Tina, Foster, The 

Family of Evan Lockner, Shirley Weimer & Family, 

Jane Hawley, Betsy Rinker, Eugene Knowles, 

Christine, Linda Coday, Madison Duce, The Family 

of Joey Otton, Harald & Ingeborg Steinbrecher, 

Maverick Raulerson & Family, Tom, Darlene Davenport, Kash, Martha Trull, Rachel Magnaso, 

Kevin Grandstaff, Linda Crimm, Jeni Martin, Sean Hritz, Mary Tuggles, Melinda, Catherine 

Nadeau, Marge Shultz, Lourene Plunkett Collins, Michael Jackson, Carlye Ellison, Cynthia Lewis, 

Evelyn, Brenda Mauk, Don Aycock, Ekaterina Bykova, Ed Hayes, Brenda, Rod & Dotty Varella, 

USA, Shut-ins, Jerry Taylor, Pam Caster, Karen, Habel, TS, Joey Scott, Joan, Rev. Diller, his 

Family & Unit, James Boyette, Rita Eddins, James Rinker, Harold Wood, Dylan Williams, Sid & 

Carolyn Sewell, Jean, Danielle Hinson, Mo Moore, J. P. Brown, Pat Rabb, Myra, Val Fuller, 

Millicent Sirch, Ken & Jerri Arsenault, Wayne Moore, Ruth Wall, Timmy Jerrell, Nancy’s mom, 

Mary Lee, Gary Koontz, Dick Burke, Shawn & Melissa, Rrene Hewett, Steve & Anne Poole, 

Rhonda Hyler, Dottie & George Lane, Ray Kerbs, Patricia, Paul, Allison, Dyna King, Hayden, 

Betty Turnage, Gloria Hess, Ray Patterson 
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ELEPHANTS AND ROOMS 
 

“The elephant in the room.”  This is a phrase that we’ve all heard! Well, what is affecting all of 

our lives at this time is neither an elephant nor restricted to being in a room.  Related to size, in 

one sense what is affecting us is not in any way conceivably as big as an “elephant”; yet it is in 

fact drastically larger.  Related to location, what is affecting us is certainly not restricted to “the 

room”; for the most part, in a sense it is everywhere, and it is a current factor for all of us as we 

plan our lives and activities. 

 

There is no perfect solution to the challenges currently before us in this age of a pandemic. Yes, 

we hear from those in the media, whether it is radio, television, internet, print, etc., advising us on 

what to do and what not to do, and when we may be able to do whatever it is that we want to again 

do.  Some of these communications may be truly helpful for us with our current situation, helping 

us with knowing how to act and with our emotions.  Probably, if you or a loved one has not been 

personally ill, you may know someone who is or has been.  However, even if there is no illness in 

your “inner circle”, it is safe to say that you are definitely affected, and you personally know others 

who are affected.  The COVID-19 related restrictions on travel, work, pleasure, seeing family and 

friends, and in the usual aspect of participation with your church community, affects us all. 

 

We currently miss the value of our previous practices of being able to personally gather together 

in: corporate worship, religious studies, fellowship, discussing how we may best be involved in 

our community and world, handling the more business related aspects of our church, etc.  To be 

sure there are aspects of these missions and ministries that are taking place, even if it is in a 

somewhat different and new manner.  However, the physically distancing of ourselves from one 

another does take its toll on our mental and emotional health, and we will all feel better when we 

may once again share the passing of the peace with one another in person.   

 

I came across the following prayer on our PC (USA) website, and thought that at this time it may 

be helpful for you, and comforting to you.  It is credited to Bryce Wiebe, director of Special 

Offerings.  Please share it with others. 

 

We Belong to Each Other. We Belong to You. The Bible says, “where two or three are gathered.” 

And many, in this moment, will gather no closer than six feet. The Bible says, “they were all 

gathered together in one place.” And we do not know when we will be together next. Triune God, 

you exist in eternal relationship.  You are One and yet are three. In a time of isolation, draw us 

closer to this mystery. May it remind us of your truth: even in physical isolation, we are never truly 

alone. Your love links us together, making us a people.  For the Bible also says: We belong to each 

other. We belong to you. Even now. Especially now. Amen. 

 

I hope that you know that we are all together in this current time even if we cannot physically share 

the love of Christ directly with each other.  Our church “footprint” has buildings and grounds, 

however more importantly the feet of our church is the body…you and me…and though we may 

not be meeting in our buildings and on our grounds, we are in fact together in love and prayer.  

Blessings to you now and always; see you soon! 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

THE SESSION 
 

Tom Phillips—Clerk of Session 

Rev. Jess McCrosky—Moderator of Session 

 

CLASS OF 2020 

Paige Degryse 

Jack Higson 

Rick Kirby 

Dean Wilson 

 

CLASS OF 2021 

Jon Halter 

Marjorie Phillips 

Rich Rohlof 

 

CLASS OF 2022 

Barbara Koontz 

John Maierhoffer 

Connie Martin 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
 

Fran Higson, 

Sarah Johnson 

Edna Kirby 

Debbie Mueller 

Cathy Sanders 

Vern Wickline 

 

STAFF 
 

Rev. John Diller 

Rev. Jess McCrosky 

Pam Frame 

Jon Halter 

Julie Hasle 

Jack Higson 

Vernon Humbert 

Pheona Kaiser 

Sonja Lewis 

Tom Smith 


